
Why is a queer space providing a 
platform for anti-queer hate?

The debate you are about to see features journalist Julie Bindel. Julie is notorious for the way her journalism 
consistently attacks minorities within the LGBT movement, especially trans, bisexual and queer people. She 
relies on lazy and inaccurate stereotypes to write stories promoting transphobic and queerphobic attitudes 
within society, the sort of attitudes which were responsible for the murder rate of transsexual women in the 
UK being 100 times the background murder rate in 2009.

The Royal Vauxhall Tavern is one of the few venues which has traditionally been seen as a haven for trans and 
queer-identified people in London, and in the UK generally. Many of us feel that the invitation of someone who 
seeks to deny trans people our right to exist into this space by the Queer Question Time organisers is a 
violation of that space, and of our safety. Queer Question Time has framed this as an important issue of 
free speech, but free speech does not require one to provide a platform for hatred in 
a formerly safe-space, a platform which this journalist will doubtless use to further 
her career.

When approached with these concerns, the organisers were extremely dismissive, 
suggesting by way of “balance” that trans people may be given 5 minutes in which to 
challenge years of transphobic hate speech. We feel this is tokenism at its worst, and 
is symptomatic of transphobia which is allowed to exist within the London gay and 
lesbian community - the sort of transphobia which led to one woman being sexually 
assaulted at Pride 2008 after being made to use the male toilets by stewards.

This event was previously to feature entertainment by Ste McCabe and DJ Lush. Both 
these artists have pulled out in a principled stand against transphobia, and in support of 
the demonstrators outside tonight.

“Sex change surgery should not be available” - 
Radio 4 “Hecklers” debate, 2007

“I don't have a problem with men disposing of 
their genitals, but it does not make them 
women, in the same way that shoving a bit of 
vacuum hose down your 501s does not make 
you a man.” - The Guardian, 2004

“We became "lesbian and gay", but soon 
bisexuals shouted, "Us too". Transsexuals, 
having received short shrift from heterosexual 
society, asked to be included in our rainbow 
alliance, followed by Queer (anyone who is into 
"kinky" sex)“ - The Guardian, 2008

“I for one do not wish to be lumped in with an 
ever-increasing list of folk defined by "odd" 
sexual habits or characteristics” - Julie on the LGBT 
community, The Guardian, 2008

“Gender Dysphoria has no proven genetic or 
physiological basis.” - Standpoint magazine, 2009

“Transsexual surgery becomes modern-day 
aversion therapy for gays and lesbians.” - 
Standpoint magazine, 2009

“Sex-change surgery is unnecessary mutilation.” 
- Standpoint magazine, 2009

“gay culture is built upon that misogyny, the 
way that gay men sexualise each other ... (gay 
pornography) is some of the nastiest racist and 
misogynist pornography” - Julie Bindel talks to Peter 
Tatchell in 2009

Parakaleo, a Christian organisation which believes that 
“males and females are created distinctly by 
God, intended to be complimentary, and united 
only in biblically ordered marriage.” has quoted 
Julie Bindel’s work in The Telegraph, from 2003, in support 
of its reparative-therapy stance.

Examples of Julie’s “Journalism”

End transphobia in the gay and lesbian community - no more excuses


